
Well it's that time of the year again, time to lay out the
map for the coming year. 

On Thursday, August 29, the KATLC Board of Directors
held a strategic planning meeting in Louisville to map out a
course for the Corporation's future.  

Facilitators helped the Board address such issues as
changing the Corporation's governing statute and regulation,
developing an advertising strategy, identifying new and inno-
vative partnerships, and researching possible ways to

expand the loan program.  
Board members came away from the meeting feeling

positive about the direction in which the Corporation is mov-
ing.  

One immediate and very visi-
ble result of the meeting will be
an agressive advertising cam-
paign that was launched the
beginning of this month. The
campaign is aimed at building on
the recent increase in loan appli-
cations that resulted from news-
paper coverage this summer.

This fiscal year will be the
second year under the National
Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) grant.

Aprofound difference … That is how he describes the
Star Trek-like piece of equipment that now serves as

his left leg.
Jeffrey Burton, 35, of Lexington is a pioneer thanks to

an amazing amount of determination on his part, a little
help from his insurance company and a loan from the
Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation
(KATLC).

Burton, who lost his leg to bone cancer, says that the
computerized prosthetic knee he now relies on completely
changed his life. "It's simple, I can do things like walk
down steps and downhill without worrying about falling.
I'm more stable and that has made a profound difference."

Program Director Nancy Hansen reiterates Burton's
sentiment. "It's nice to be a part of a program that can
have such a positive affect on someone's life," Hansen
said. "It makes it a lot easier to get up and go to work
everyday." 

Burton receives insurance benefits from his job with
Lynn Imaging and Blueprint in Lexington, where he has
been employed for more than 10 years. Unfortunately, his
insurance would not cover all of the $30,000 price tag
needed for his prosthesis. "The insurance would pay for
the same kind of prosthesis that I already had," Burton
said. "There was still a large gap in the difference."

Thanks to a loan through the
KATLC,  he was able to purchase the
device he preferred. The new prosthe-
sis uses a computer chip to produce
smooth muscle movements that more
closely resemble those of a real knee.

The difference is obvious when talk-
ing with the normally soft-spoken
Burton. His face lights up and his
speech 
increases two-fold
when outlining the 
benefits of his
knee. However, he
still makes it clear that what is small to
most people is  very significant to him.

"Everyday life is easier," he said.
"It's nice to be able to do the little things
that everyone takes for granted."

The type of loan that Burton used was
the five percent assistive technology loan
offered through the partnership with
Fifth-Third Bank of Kentucky. 
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The Kentucky Assistive
Technology Loan Corporation
(KATLC) offers low interest loans
through its lending partners (Fifth
Third Bank and Kentucky Housing
Corporation) for qualified 
applicants who need any type of
equipment or home 
modification that will increase a
person's mobility or enable them
to become more 
independent.

Whether it's a wheelchair, 
modified van, or accessible entry
to a home, people with disabilities
are often faced with a costly and
oftentimes immediate need that
Medicaid or other types of health
insurance programs do not cover.
These types of costs are not 
usually considered a "good risk"
by most lending institutions.           

Guidelines for approval are not
as strict as other lending 
programs. We understand that
credit history is often limited or
poor due to long-term medical
expenses. In order to see if you
qualify, complete  an application,
attach the required documents
and mail it to KATLC at P.O. Box
12231, Lexington, KY  40581-
2231. 

For more information or o
receive an application call Nancy
Hansen toll free at 1-877-675-
0195. 
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The word has been leaking out and it's
starting to get busy for the staff of the

KATLC. Since a short paragraph
appeared in the Business section of the
Lexington Herald-Leader outlining the
KATLC's decision to lower its interest rate
from six percent to five percent, things
have been jumping.    

According to Program Coordinator
Nancy Hansen, phone calls, loan applica-
tions and approved loans are all on the
rise since the article first appeared in the
paper August 8, 2002.

"We've seen a sharp increase in
phone calls-wanting to know more about
our program," Hansen said. "We're also
excited about the fact that the article
helped reach parts of the state that we
haven't had calls from before."

As a result of that one article, the
KATLC's Board of Directors decided to
fund an advertising campaign that is cur-
rently in place regionally around the state.
Display ads are currently running in the
following papers: the Paducah Sun, the
Harlan Daily, Owensboro's Messenger-

Inquirer, Ashland's Daily-Independent and
the Bowling Green Daily-News (A picture
of the ad is shown below).

As of October 1, the KATLC has
issued 54 loans and $444,885 since its
beginning. It is the hope of Hansen and
the board of directors that this advertising
endeavor will continue to move the pro-
gram ahead in Kentucky. Hopefully, at the
very least, it will let persons with disabili-
ties know that there is
another option out there
for technology needed
to improve their qual-
ity of life.

A.TA.T. Loan News. Loan News is a publication
of the Kentucky Assistive
Technology Loan Corporation
(KATLC). 
Principal partners of the KATLC
include: Fifth Third Bank,
Kentucky Housing Corporation,
Department of Vocational
Rehabilitation, Kentucky
Developmental Disabilities
Council, KATS Network and the
Interdisciplinary Human
Development Institute at the
University of Kentucky.

The Kentucky Department of
Vocational Rehabilitation and the
Kentucky Assistive Technology
Loan Corporation do not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age,
religion or marital status in
employment, or provision of serv-
ices and provides, upon request,
reasonable accommodation
including auxiliary aids and servic-
es necessary to afford individuals
with disabilities an equal opportu-
nity to participate in all program
activities. Printed with Federal
Funds. (Jason Jones, editor)
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Need a low-interest loan to pay for
medical equipment your insurance

won’t pay for?
We Can Help!

www.kyatloan.org
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